
Mayor D. Dwayne Tuggle called a regular monthly meeting of the Amherst Town Council to order on May 
13, 2020 at 7:02 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 174 S. Main Street. It was noted that a 
quorum was present as follows:  

P D. Dwayne Tuggle P Kenneth G. Bunch            
P Rachel A. Carton P Sarah B. Ogden 
P Kenneth S. Watts P Janice N. Wheaton 

Also present were the following staff members: 
Sara E. Carter Town Manager Vicki K. Hunt Clerk of Council 
W. Thomas Berry Town Attorney 

As a result of COVID-19 cautionary restrictions and limited space the above council members and staff met 
in person and electronically via virtual meeting in the event persons wishing to avoid attending could still 
address Council from home as part of a public hearing.  

Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was followed by an invocation by Kenneth S. Watts. 

Mayor Tuggle re-opened a duly advertised public hearing, continued from April 8, 2020, on the Town’s 
proposed FY20/21 budget at 7:05 P.M.  Town Manager Carter gave a brief report.  There being no one present 
in person or electronically who wished to speak on the budget matter, the public hearing closed at 7:08 P.M.  
To allow time for anticipated revisions due to changing economic conditions, discussion is deferred with 
adoption of the budget on June 10, 2020, as recommended by staff.  

No citizen comments were made. 

Ms. Carton made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Bunch to approve the minutes from the April 8, 2020, 
meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion 5-0 via the roll call method carried as follows:  

D. Dwayne Tuggle Kenneth G. Bunch            Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye Janice N. Wheaton Aye 

Mr. Watts, on behalf of the Utility Committee, gave a report on a determination from Town Engineer for 
additional services to be performed by WW Associates, Inc. for construction stakeout services in relation to 
the sanitary sewer rehabilitation and replacement project, amending the March 20, 2018, agreement in an 
additional amount of $8,500.00.  After discussion and upon recommendation of the Utility Committee, Town 
Council voted 5-0 to approve the amendment to the March 20, 2018 agreement with WW Associates, Inc., to 
perform construction stakeout services, in an additional amount of $8,500.00, via the roll call method as 
follows:  

D. Dwayne Tuggle Kenneth G. Bunch            Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye Janice N. Wheaton Aye 

Mr. Watts, on behalf of the Utility Committee, reported that the committee recommends that Town Council 
ratify the Wastewater Collection Treatment Improvements and Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements 
sliplining project bid awards, and to authorize Town Manager Carter to execute all future contracts in 
relation to the project.    There being no discussion, upon recommendation of the Utility Committee, Town 



 

2 
 

Council voted 4-0-1 to ratify the Wastewater Collection Treatment Improvements and Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements sliplining project bid awards, and to authorize Town Manager Carter to 
execute all future contracts in relation to the project, via the roll call method as follows:  

D. Dwayne Tuggle   Kenneth G. Bunch                 Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye  Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye  Janice N. Wheaton Abstain 

 
After a report from Town Manager Carter, Mr. Watts made a motion that was seconded by Ms. Ogden to 
authorize the request from Iron Lives to postpone the 2020 IRON 5k Run/Walk event from April 19, 2020, to 
October 4, 2020, 3 pm to 5 pm.  There being no discussion, the motion 5-0 via the roll call method carried as 
follows:  
 

D. Dwayne Tuggle   Kenneth G. Bunch                 Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye  Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye  Janice N. Wheaton Aye 

 
After a report from Town Manager Carter, Ms. Carton made a motion that was seconded by Ms. Ogden to 
approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Amherst County School Board and Town of Amherst 
dated March 12, 2020 to allow the use of the sanitary sewer easement on the high school property to be used 
as a trail, and to authorize Mayor Tuggle to execute same.  There being no discussion, the motion 4-0-1 via 
the roll call method carried as follows:  
 

D. Dwayne Tuggle   Kenneth G. Bunch                 Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye  Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye  Janice N. Wheaton Abstain 

 
A copy of the Memorandum of Understanding is attached to and made a part of these minutes.   
 
After a brief report by Town Manager Carter, Ms. Carton reported on behalf of the Finance Committee that 
the committee recommends authorizing staff to reimburse Second Stage in an amount only for which they have 
receipts during this fiscal year budget according to policy. There being no discussion, upon recommendation 
of the Finance Committee, Town Council voted 5-0 to authorize staff to reimburse Second Stage in an amount 
only for which they have receipts during this fiscal year budget via the roll call method as follows:  
 

D. Dwayne Tuggle   Kenneth G. Bunch                 Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye  Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye  Janice N. Wheaton Aye 

 
After a brief report by Town Manager Carter, Mr. Watts made a motion that was seconded by Ms. Carton to 
hold a public hearing on July 8, 2020, on the sale of approximately one-acre parcel of land between Whitehead 
Drive and Maple Lane.  There being no discussion, the motion via roll call method carried 5-0 as follows: 
 

D. Dwayne Tuggle   Kenneth G. Bunch                 Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye  Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye  Janice N. Wheaton Aye 
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By consensus of Council the proposed amendment of the Town of Amherst Zoning Ordinance (Article IX. 
Special Provisions, Section 18.1-908.06 Signs) to allow works of art to be in town without a sign permit is 
referred to the Planning Commission for discussion and recommendation.   

After a report by Town Manager Carter on current members willingness to continue to serve on various boards 
and noting that there are two vacancies to be filled on the Board of Zoning Appeals and one position on the 
Industrial Development Authority that will require reappointment or replacement, Mr. Bunch made a motion 
that was seconded by Mr. Watts to appoint the following individuals to the following boards and for the terms 
listed below.   

Board Appointed Term of Office 
Planning Commission June Driskill 5/13/20 – 6/30/24 
Property Maintenance Investigation Board C. Manly Rucker, III 5/13/20 – 6/30/24 
Property Maintenance Investigation Board Glenda Hash 5/13/20 - 6/30/24 

 

There being no discussion, the motion via roll call method carried 5-0 as follows: 

D. Dwayne Tuggle Kenneth G. Bunch            Aye 
Rachel A. Carton Aye Sarah B. Ogden Aye 
Kenneth S. Watts Aye Janice N. Wheaton Aye 

By consensus of Council action on the proposed amendment to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan to change the 
designated land use for Tax Map parcels 96-4-A and 96-1-1-7, totaling 76+/- acres from Planned Development-
Residential to Agricultural to allow a request for a conservation easement by Dave McCormack, Owner, Lazy 
River LTD, that would, if approved by Town Council, allow land between the developed portion of the Mill 
Race subdivision and the Amherst Milling Company to be changed from planned development areas to 
conservation and would allow Mr. McCormick to complete a conservation easement process for the property 
was deferred to a future meeting with a date uncertain due to the current covid-19 crisis, as recommended by 
staff.   

Ms. Wheaton made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Watts to remove the provision in the town charter that 
allows for two-thirds vote to remove a council member.  After discussion, the motion to allow the removal of 
the provision in the town charter that allows for two-thirds vote to remove a council member failed 1-4 via roll 
call method as follows:  

D. Dwayne Tuggle Kenneth G. Bunch            Nay 
Rachel A. Carton Nay Sarah B. Ogden Nay 
Kenneth S. Watts Nay Janice N. Wheaton Aye 

No Citizen comments were made. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned until June 10, 2020, at 8:00 pm on motion by Mr. 
Bunch seconded by Ms. Carton.   

______________________________________ 
D. Dwayne Tuggle, Mayor

Attest: ___________________________ 
    Clerk of Council 
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